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Napoleon turns with all his forces against the
Silesian and northern armies, both armies to-
gether shall fight until the main army comes to
their aid; in which case the Crown Prince and
General von Bliicher shall act in accord, and both
chief-generals shall confer with each other as to
what shall be undertaken.

It is only fair to say that Bernadotte to this
day has his defenders who point out that there
really was danger, at the post assigned, of Na-
poleon with his whole force falling on the Swedes,
and that it was only the part of wisdom to insist,
before taking it, on proper reinforcement. Certain-
ly the event proved that Bernadotte's premises
had been false, for Napoleon was finally to make
his escape from Leipzig in the opposite direction.
We shall see presently what an effect his long
delay on the morning of the i8th had on the
fortunes of the day.

Including Bernadotte's forces, which still had a
march before them of several hours prior to coming
into action, the allies had now at their disposal
295,000 men and 1466 cannon. The French
forces, on the other hand, deducting the troops
which had been despatched to guard and repair the
Elster bridges, and also allowing for the severe
losses incurred on the i6th, are estimated at only
160,000, with 630 cannon. That, in spite of such
disparity of numbers, and with no real ultimate
hope of success, the resistance lasted so long,
speaks well both for the courage and tenacity